EMMS PAC Meeting Minutes

Date: Monday, November 17, 2025

Location: School Library

Chair: Jeri Martens

Secretary: Crystal Westfall (Cathy D taking notes in Crystal’s absence)
Treasurer: Cathy Dueck

Attendees: In person and online

1.Call to Order. Approval of Agenda & Previous Minutes

a.

Call to order at 7:01pm.

b. Agenda approved.

C.

Minutes read and accepted with no changes.

2.Treasurer’s Report

a.

Balance of $498.27

b. Sold S50 of veggies from Peak of the Market fundraiser leftovers. Waiting for

cheque from Peak of the Market for $1480.

3.Principal's Report — Garth Shindle

a.

MB Human Rights Commission — “Right to Read” report. Screening for
Kindergarten — grade 3 to screen reading levels. Brings forward priorities in
reading and literacy instruction. ELA curriculum has more direct, specific
outcomes for literacy — breakdown is available online. Outcomes specified for
up to grade 5 as well. Full implementation is TBD (possibly 2027/28 school
year). Once participation is voluntary, EMMS will adhere to their guidelines.
i. Science curriculum included as well — some outcomes have been
reorganized.
Framework for Learning — released by the province. Comprehensive website is
available. This framework is part of all new curriculum. Google “Manitoba
Framework for Learning” to find it online.
Report cards will be emailed home next Tuesday. Next Thursday/Friday are
Student Involved Conferences. Email to book will come out in the next day or
two. About 80-85% of parents come to these conferences —would like to see
that number higher. Virtual meetings are available if the situation demands it,
in person is preferable. Parents have opportunity to book with home room
teacher. Once everyone has a chance to book, open slots are available for
seeing other teachers if child has more than one teacher. Parents are
encouraged to reach out to the teacher they would like to communicate with
even outside of these conferences.
Gaga pit is up and running. Very popular. Casual requests for a second pit —
would cost just over $1000. Working through rules and regulations for play.
Teachers are also using it for active health classes.
Volleyball is on the go. Teams and skills clubs. Lots of participation.
E-sports teams have had a very successful rocket league season. 2 teams
qualified for provincials — happening end of the month. Next season is
Minecraft. After that is Brawlhalla.
Basketball — still looking for a grade 8 girls basketball coach. Hoping staff will
step up, may have to look to community for support.
Volunteer evening at MLES happened. Trying to incentivize voluntarism.
Hosted night for any parents to learn what volunteering all entails. Was a
successful evening. Both VPs are able to help parents who are interested in
volunteering.



Remembrance Day service — went very well. Choirs performed, students were
well behaved. This year the legion brought poppies with pins for all the
students. EMMS made a donation to cover the cost. Legion also reached out
regarding the poster competition — have seen participation go down the last
number of years. Winners displayed in parliament. This year participation
went up significantly. Student volunteer went to the service to lay the wreath
on behalf of the school.

Christmas cheer hockey game — teachers vs. grade 8 students on last day
before Christmas break. Always a lot of fun, raise about $1000. Plan is to go
ahead with this again. Any kids that play in the game have to do a bit of
fundraising for Christmas cheer. All students go over to watch the game. There
are quiet places for students who prefer to get out of the noise.

Concerts coming up: Dec. 16™ is grade 7/8 Concert for choir/band students.
Dec. 17t is Grade 6 concert with Grade 5/6 noon choir. Grade 5 concert will
be in spring. All concerts are at Access Event Centre.

4 . New Business:

Hot lunch — Nov. 3™ hot lunch was successful. Next hot lunch is Dec. 15t —
menu is pizza — students will go downstairs to get their pizza. If extra
volunteers are needed, grade 8 helpers may be available to direct students.
Exact change request worked fairly well for November. Volunteers for Dec.
15™ will need to come by

i. Action: Jeri will remind teachers the Friday before and the day of that

students will be called out of classrooms early.

Cookie Day — this Friday, Nov. 21. Max is 2 cookies per student. Forms are due
tomorrow, Nov. 18", Cafeteria wants numbers by Tuesday evening or
Wednesday morning.
Future dates for hot lunch: Proposed: January 26™, February 23,
Fundraising Update: Peak of the Market fundraiser — cheque should be ready
for pick up end of November. We did not receive the recipe books that were
advertised with every bundle. P of M had neglected to communicate this
beforehand. Day of, delivery showed up at 8:45am, students were efficient in
helping carry in the vegetables and sort bundles, only potatoes and onions had
been dropped off. P of M brought the remaining vegetables at 1:00pm. Many
Hands received many vegetables. The whole experience was not positive,
recommend to not repeat this fundraiser.

i. Action: Garth will send out an email on behalf of PAC explaining recipe

books are not coming.

Next meeting — should discuss what we should fundraise for next. Another
Gaga Pit is an option.

5.Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM.

Next Meeting: January 19, 2026
Location: School Library



