École Morden Middle School

NEWSLETTER
October 31, 2019

Eventful October

From the Office
Wow! What a month. Every October is busy in schools but this year was really special. The
storm that shut us down probably stole the headlines but we also had a lot of great events
and many wonderful classroom experiences. As always, Spirit Week closed out the month and
our annual Parade of Costumes was a great success. We are always inspired by the variety
and creativity of student costumes and LOVE seeing them strut their stuff around the gym.
From thoughtful to funny to downright scary, the kids put on a show and had great fun doing
it.
We would like to remind everyone that our website (screenshot shown above) is a valuable
place to find information. We are also on Instagram (@emmsblazers), Twitter (@emmswsd),
and you can find us on Facebook. If your child is involved with activities at the school you can
check the website Calendar to keep up to speed.
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Blazers Invitational Cross Country Meet
A change to the Zone IV High School
Cross Country competition meant that
Middle School students were unable to
attend this year. However, thanks to Ms.
Verrier, Mrs. Loewen, and Mr. Muggridge,
a new meet was created. The 1st Annual
Blazers Invitational was held at Stanley
Park and was a great success. Muddy
conditions led to some extra adventures.
A huge thank you to the RM of Stanley for
having us and to all the many volunteers who helped pull it off in short order. The event will
become a staple of the Middle School athletic scene in the coming years.

Federal Election Participation
On October 17th, EMMS participated in National Student Vote 2019. Grade 6 students took on
the roles of election officials so that they had a greater experience of the democratic system,
while fellow schoolmates participated as voters. The National Student Vote program provides
young people with an opportunity to experience the voting process firsthand and practice the
habits of informed and engaged citizenship. The Student Vote program applies the concept of
the “teachable moment” and uses the official election as a springboard for discussing current
affairs and the value of democratic participation.
The rationale for delivering lessons and a student voting experience are intended to improve
civic literacy, to introduce the concepts of democracy and elections, to increase awareness
about the workings and impact of government, and to teach students how to actively
participate in the democratic process. The final lesson (student vote) allows students to
reflect on their participation in Student Vote and the outcome of the election. The whole
process is an empowering lesson in civic responsibility and citizen engagement.
In addition to learning about the democratic process, students were able to act as election
officials in roles that included acting as Poll Clerks and Scrutineers. Ballots were counted by
grade 6 teachers and were submitted to Civix Canada on October 18th, 2019.
National results are seen below. Local results for the riding were very similar to the actual
election results with Candice Bergen winning by a significant margin and the same held true
at the school level.
Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Mental Health Information Evening
On October 15th the Guidance Team at ÉMMS hosted Southern Health for an evening of
information on how to support Adolescent Mental Health. A good crowd turned up in the
Library and had a great discussion on this important topic. A huge thank you to the guidance
team for hosting and to our PAC for providing cookies and water.

Drive Away Hunger
ÉMMS once again participated in the FCC Drive Away Hunger Campaign. We donated a total
of 630 meals to The Hub Community Centre (our local food bank). Thanks to everyone who
contributed!

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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RRTVA Parent Tour Itinerary

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Canadian Parents for French (CPF) -Morden Chapter
CPFMorden@outlook.com
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram!
Free French Public Skating
CPF-Morden is happy to be sponsoring FREE public
skating on Sunday November 17 from 12:15-1:45 at the Access Event Centre. Everyone is
welcome to come and skate to some French music! There will be goodies for the kids!
Next meeting
Our next CPF meeting will be on Tuesday November 19 at 7pm in the staff room at Maple Leaf
School. All parents of students in grades K-12 are welcome to attend. Meetings are held in
English and childcare will be available for a suggested donation of $1 per child.
Become a member and win a prize!
Anyone who has a current membership with CPF Morden by November 30, 2019 will be
eligible to win a $30 gift card donated by Flavors of Mexico restaurant in Winkler. Merci
Flavors of Mexico!!
Memberships are $25 for a 1-year membership or $60 for a 3-year membership. You can sign
up online at (Important: When registering online, make sure to choose “Morden” as your
School Jurisdiction):
https://cpf.ca/en/membership/online-membership-management/
OR
contact Sara at CPFMorden@outlook.com for a paper form.
Why purchase a membership to CPF?
When you purchase a membership to CPF, we receive 65% of the cost directly back to our
local Morden chapter. We then use these funds to sponsor French entertainers in the schools,
give out scholarships, provide resources to teachers, and host camps and family friendly
events. Having a chapter also gives us access to resources and entertainers at a discounted
rate. Please consider making a difference in the French language opportunities that are
offered to our students by purchasing a membership.

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Parent Advisory Council
PAC held their monthly meeting for October on the 21st. Fundraising information has gone
out to families. In lieu of running a wide variety of fundraising activities throughout the year,
the ÉMMS PAC has followed the MCI PAC lead and are asking each family to make a donation
of $10 per child or $20 per family to PAC. Money can be sent to the school and cheques can be
made out to “EMMS PAC”. If you would like to pay using debit, please stop in at the office and
we can help you out.
The next PAC meeting was scheduled for November 18th but instead of a meeting, PAC will be
supporting the Internet Safety Information Night hosted by the Guidance Team and featuring
Constable Gord Olson.

Internet Safety Information Sessions
École Morden Middle School will host a parent information evening on November 18th from 78:30pm at the ÉMMS gym.
Throughout the school day students will learn about personal internet safety. Parents will
learn how to keep their kids safe in this ever changing cyber world.
Presentations by:
Constable R.G. (Gord) OLSON, Royal Canadian Mounted Police - RCMP Internet Child
Exploitation(ICE)Unit

BeyBlade Club Returns
This year, we are proud to bring back the
new and improved Beyblade Club.
We decided to make our Beyblade Club
back in 2018, because we didn’t like that
our Beyblades were collecting dust on the
shelf.
This year, we welcome all students in
Grades 5, 6, 7 and 8 who are interested in
battling with Beyblades to join us. We have been meeting every Wednesday from 12:30-12:50,
and plan to keep doing this all year long. We will also be organizing tournaments on the last
Wednesday of every month.
Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Bathroom Art - A large group of staff got together on a Friday night and all day Saturday to
spruce up the student bathrooms. This was done to remind the kids of how special they are
and how much they can achieve. The bathrooms look great. A huge thank you to the Teachers
and Educational Assistants who took part in this great project.

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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