École Morden Middle School

NEWSLETTER
December 4, 2018

The Month in Review

From the Office
The school year continues to unwind at what feels like a rapid pace. We are suddenly staring
Christmas in the face and will be preparing in earnest for concert season coming up. It’s a
busy time of year, which impacts our routines and can disrupt students (and staff). Here are a
few suggestions of ways to help your child:
● Discuss the changes in routine and how it makes them feel.
● Remind them to be self-aware (when we become dysregulated we can lose track of
how our emotions are impacting our behaviours).
● Ask their teacher to create a strategy for them in moments of dysregulation (go for a
drink, use the washroom, take a short walk, etc.).
The goal is for kids to enjoy the process of developing their performances in anticipation of
celebrating their work at the concerts.
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Dropping Off and Picking Up Students
We recognize the challenge for parents that exists when trying to drop off or pick up students
at the school. It is a congested area and it can be difficult to get near the front doors.
However, it is crucial for the safety of the kids that drop-off and pick-up do not happen in the
staff parking lot. The exit of the lot is at an awkward location and puts our patrols at some
risk. All drop-offs and pick-ups should be done on the street and all students should use the
controlled intersections to get to school. We will be putting pylons out to block the entrance
to the lot beginning in December. We will also be discussing this issue at an upcoming Parent
Advisory Council meeting with the goal of suggesting solutions to this problem.

Architecture in 7 Jaska
On Tuesday November 20th, James Francis from Francis Family Homes came in to our
classroom to talk to us about his job as an architect. The class is currently completing a
building design and business planning project as a part of their ‘percents and decimals’ unit
in math with our student teacher, Mrs. Mahara. We wanted to provide them with some
relevant career ideas related to the project. Mr. Francis brought in some blueprints he had
designed, to demonstrate to the class the different aspects involved in his job, including
design and mathematics. The students were able to ask meaningful questions about his
career and get a new perspective on the concepts they are learning. We really appreciated
that Mr. Francis took time out of his day to provide the students with a relevant example of
how what they are learning could be used in a career.
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Wrestling Season Set to Begin
The wrestling team is starting up for boys and girls in grades 3 - 9. Wrestlers will be paired up
by similar weight. Practices will be held mostly Mondays & Wednesdays from 4:15 – 5:45 pm.
We will start our practices at Minnewasta School on December 5th, but will be following the
mats as they are used at Maple Leaf, Minnewasta, and ÉMMS throughout the season.
If you are interested please see Mr. Muggridge at École Morden Middle School or Mr. Turnbull
at Minnewasta School for an information package. Whether you have experience with
wrestling or not, come on out and have some fun and exercise!

Volleyball Season Concludes
The Grade 8 boys and girls teams participated in the league tournament during the last
weekend of November. Both teams competed hard in the event and demonstrated a lot of
growth. .
The Grade 7 boys and girls concluded their exhibition schedule and will square off on
Monday, December 3 to wrap up the year. Both teams improved tremendously through the
year and are poised to continue that growth in Grade 8.
All four teams took in some USports volleyball action at the University of Manitoba as a wind
up. The Brandon Bobcats were the visiting team and Blazers alumni Ravyn Wiebe took to the
floor in blue and yellow. It was a great showcase of what is possible in the sport.

Book Fair Nov. 26-30
The annual book fair was held and was a great success. Thank you to all who supported it. It
was exciting to watch the kids sift through books and consider their interests. It has caused
some reflection on the process of selecting books and how we can support them in their
search.

Phys. Ed. Fundraising
The Phys. Ed. fundraiser raised approximately $2000, which will be used for improvements in
the gym. The ultimate goal is to install glass backboards and breakaway rims but we remain
short of that mark. We are thankful for everyone’s support and wish to remind all families that
if these types of activities cause a burden, you are not obliged to participate.
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Intramurals
Intramurals have been running through the month of
November and will continue through the winter.
Students will need to pay attention to the morning
Express and the information by the gym to ensure
they know the schedule. We continue to experiment
with some formats to try and maximize participation.

Morden Festival of the Arts
Although festival season is still some time away, the Morden Festival of the Arts committee
has been busy preparing. Dates have been selected, adjudicators lined up and venues booked
for what we anticipate will be another exciting festival season. The Morden Festival of the Arts
continues to be an important event for our community by providing a venue for student
performance, instruction and adjudication in the areas of Band, Strings, Vocal/Choral, French
and English Speech Arts, and Piano. The main objective of the festival is to foster and
promote continued interest, growth and development of talent within the arts. To encourage
all the children of our community to share their love of the arts, we strive to keep our entry
fees as low as possible while maintaining financial stability.
For information about the different class names and numbers for each discipline, the AMAF
Syllabus is available for viewing at each of the school libraries, as well as the South Central
Regional Library in Morden. Copies of Speech Arts selections are available at each of the
school libraries and can be photocopied.
Anyone interested in assisting with sessions should call our volunteer coordinator, Marlene
Britton, at 822-5794. For general information about the Morden Festival, please check our
website at www.mordenfestivalofthearts.cfsites.org or contact Erika Dyck at 822-6825.

December 7th - Entry forms will be available at all local school offices, the
South Central Regional Library, and on our website.
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Christmas Concert Dates
Grade 7/8 Concert:

December 12th, 7:00 p.m. at Morden Collegiate Institute Gym

Grade 5/6 Concerts: December 19th, 7:00 p.m. at the Access Event Centre
December 19th, 1:30 p.m. at the Access Event Centre
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Canadian Parents for French (CPF) -Morden Chapter
Adult French Classes
We are offering Beginner French classes for adults. You DO NOT have to have a child in French
Immersion to take part in these classes. These classes are geared towards adults with limited
French vocabulary and who are not able to have a conversation in French. The classes will be
taught by a retired French Immersion teacher. There are 8 classes: Thursdays January
17-March 21 from 7-9 pm (no classes Jan 31 or March 14). Cost is $65 for CPF members or $90
for non-CPF members (*price includes a 1 year Family CPF membership). Register by
emailing CPFMorden@outlook.com.
The Bop is back!
Mark your calendars for our popular family dance! The Bilingual Bop will be held at Maple
Leaf School on Thursday January 31 (no school the next day). This dance is geared towards
students from Maple Leaf and Minnewasta schools in grades K-4 and their siblings. You DO
NOT have to be in French Immersion to attend. If you are interested in helping out with this
event please contact CPF Morden@outlook.com.
Become a member and win a prize!
Anyone who has a current membership with CPF Morden by December 31, 2018 will be
eligible to win a $30 gift card donated by Flavors of Mexico restaurant in Winkler. Merci
Flavors of Mexico!!
Memberships are $25 for a 1-year membership or $60 for a 3-year membership. You can sign
up online at:
https://cpf.ca/en/membership/online-membership-management/
Important: When registering online, make sure to choose “Morden” as your School Jurisdiction
OR
contact Sara at CPFMorden@outlook.com for a paper form.
Why purchase a membership to CPF?
When you purchase a membership to CPF, we receive 65% of the cost directly back to our
local Morden chapter. We then use these funds to sponsor French entertainers in the schools,
give out scholarships, provide resources to teachers, and host camps and family friendly
events. Having a chapter also gives us access to resources and entertainers at a discounted
rate. By having a strong membership base, it reduces the need for us to collect funds in other
ways (ie. fundraisers). Members are not required to attend meetings or volunteer at events
(although we really appreciate participants). Please consider making a difference in the
French language opportunities that are offered to our students by purchasing a membership.
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Art Club
In Art Club we’ve finished up making Found Art
Sculptures, Pen and Ink Drawings, and Chalk
Drawings.
From now until Dec. 4th we are creating art pieces
using Clay, Chalk, and Charcoal.
Tuesday Dec. 4th at Lunch is a planning meeting
where students can give their input for future art
club projects. The meeting will take place at the
library at 12pm.
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ENJOY THE CHRISTMAS SEASON!!!
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Access Event Centre

Christmas break

Christmas break

Jan 7th – 1st day of school
Jan 23rd – early dismissal

31 NO CLASSES

25 NO CLASSES

24 NO CLASSES

Christmas break

Day 5

Access Event Centre
Day 4

Gr 5 & 6

Gr 1 & 2

Christmas break

26 NO CLASSES

Day 6

1:30 pm & 7 pm

EMMS: Christmas Concert

Day 1

19

MCI gym

MLS: Christmas Concert

Day 6

20

Day 1

Christmas break

27 NO CLASSES

1:30 & 7:00 p.m.

EMM Church

Minn: Christmas Concert

Day 2

Access Event Centre

Gr 3 & 4

Gr 7 & 8

7 pm

13
MLS: Christmas Concert

Day 3

EMMS: Christmas Concert

6

Thu

12

Day 2

18

11

Day 1

5

Wed

Home & School Mtg. 7pm

Day 5

Day 6

4

Tues

17

10

3

Upcoming January Activities:

30

23

Cafeteria Week 1

16

Cafeteria Week 3

9

Cafeteria Week 2

2

Mon

*Early Closings: dismissal at 2:10 at
Maple Leaf & Minnewasta schools;
2:20 at EMMS & MCI;
buses leave Morden at 2:30 p.m.

Sun

December 2018

Day 3

Day 2

Christmas break

28 NO CLASSES

Fall Term end

K‐12 Last day of classes

21

14

Day 4

Gr 7 & 8 School Dance

7

Fri

15 days

29

22

15

8

1

Sat

EMMS School Calendar

