École Morden Middle School

NEWSLETTER
December 2, 2019

Winter is Here!

Concert Season
It’s December already and preparations are in full swing for our Grade 5/6 and Grade 7/8
concerts. At both concerts, cash donations will be accepted for Christmas Cheer. The Grade
5/6 evening concert is typically very full, so we encourage anyone who is able to to attend the
1:30 show. We are excited to see you there!

ChoralFest Success
This month, our Grade 7/8 Choir, Jazz Choir, and Grade 5/6 Noon Choir all had the chance to
participate in the Manitoba Choral Association’s ChoralFest in Winnipeg. Congratulations to
all of the choirs on a job well done!
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WE Day a Great Experience
On October 30, Mrs. Loewen and Miss Chewings attended WE Day with 14 members of the
Freedom Fighters. WE Day took place at The Burton Cummings Theatre in Winnipeg this year,
which was a change from Bell MTS Place. The students enjoyed having a great view of the
speakers and musicians in the smaller venue. Students were inspired by the motivational
speakers including George Takei, Jordin Tootoo, and Rick Hansen, and were entertained by
musicians and dancers. WE Day was once again an inspiration for all who attended!

Volleyball in Full Swing
Volleyball season is underway here at ÉMMS. This year, we have a Grade 5/6 volleyball skills
club, Grade 7/8 volleyball skills club, Grade 7 boys and girls teams, and Grade 8 boys and girls
teams. We are excited to have so many students involved in our volleyball programs! Our
Grade 7/8 Blazers teams have been practicing and competing in games for the past few
months. Heading into the final tournament, both our Grade 8 boys and girls teams are
sporting 5-4 records.

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Remembrance Day Honoured
On November 7, we honoured Remembrance Day at ÉMMS. Our assembly featured many
honoured guests including members of the Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron, the Royal
Canadian Legion, and the Canadian Armed Forces. Many of our students were involved
through speeches, singing, and poetry readings.

Christmas Cheer Hockey
Our annual Staff vs. Students Hockey Game in support of Christmas Cheer is happening on
Friday, December 20. In the weeks leading up to the game, the participants will be conducting
bake sales to raise funds in advance. Homerooms will also be collecting donations, with all
proceeds being presented to the Christmas Cheer Board prior to the game.

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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RRTVA Parent Tour
Our Parent Advisory Council has arranged a parent
tour of Red River Technical Vocational Area (RRTVA)
sites on December 10, 9:20 AM to 3:20 PM. RRTVA is
a partnership of five southern Manitoba school
divisions devoted to providing access to high quality
technology education programs for high school
students. Students can enroll in these programs
beginning in Grade 10. The tour is intended to expose
parents to the future options that are available to their children as they enter high school.
Please see our website for a full schedule and further details. Any questions can be directed
to Tara Meilun of our Parent Advisory Council at ctmeilun@gmail.com.

Yearbooks on Sale Now
The 2019-2020 Blazers Yearbook is now
available for pre-order. The yearbook,
printed by Friesens, will be 60 colour
pages featuring student photos, field
trips, clubs, sports, concerts, musicals,
and much more. Limited quantities are
available, so reserve your copy today!
Books can be purchased on the ÉMMS
website or in the office for $35.

Genesis House Donations
December 6th is the National day of Remembrance and
Action on Violence Against Women. To honour this day and
take action at ÉMMS, we are collecting donations for
Genesis House. We will be collecting donations from
November 25th to December 6th. Please bring donations
into your homeroom. There will be a prize for the
homeroom that brings in the most donations!

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Wrestling Club
ÉMMS is once again running a wrestling team. The team will practice and
compete from the beginning of December until mid-March. All interested
students can get forms from Mr. Muggridge or in the office.

Canadian Parents for French (CPF) - Morden Chapter
Canadian Parents for French (CPF) -Morden Chapter
December 2019
CPFMorden@outlook.com
Find us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!
The Bop is back!
Mark your calendars for our popular family dance! The Bilingual Bop will be held at Maple
Leaf School on Thursday, January 30 from 6:30-8:00 pm (no school the next day). This FREE
dance is geared towards students from Maple Leaf and Minnewasta schools in grades K-4 and
their siblings. You DO NOT have to be in French Immersion to attend. The dance features
French music and lots of opportunities to learn and practice French phrases. We are looking
for volunteers to help out the night of the dance (both adult and Grade 5-12 French
Immersion students). Adults do not need to be able to speak French. If you or your child in
French Immersion are interested in helping out with this event please contact us at
CPFMorden@outlook.com.
Why purchase a membership to CPF?
When you purchase a membership to CPF, we receive 65% of the cost directly back to our
local Morden chapter. We then use these funds to sponsor French entertainers in the schools,
give out scholarships, provide resources to teachers, and host camps and family friendly
events. Having a chapter also gives us access to resources and entertainers at a discounted
rate. You can sign up online at:
https://cpf.ca/en/membership/online-membership-management/
or
contact Sara at CPFMorden@outlook.com for a paper form.

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Morden Festival of the Arts
Although festival season is still three months away, the Morden Festival of the Arts committee
has been busy preparing. Dates have been tentatively selected, adjudicators are being lined
up, and venues booked for what we anticipate will be another exciting festival season.
The Morden Festival of the Arts continues to be an important event for our community by
providing a venue for student performance, instruction, and adjudication in the areas of
Band, Strings, Vocal/Choral, French and English Speech Arts, and Piano.
2020 tentative schedule:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Band: Mid-February
Strings: March 15th – 17th
Sacred Evening: March 22nd
Piano: March 23rd – 25th
Vocal/Choral: April 15th & 16th
Speech Arts: April 21st – 23rd
Highlights Concert: May 3rd

Entry information:
● December 10th - Entry forms will be available at all local school offices, the South Central
Regional Library, and on our website.
● January 24th - Postmarked deadline for submission of entry forms by mail.
● January 29th - Maple Leaf School: In-school pick-up for all festival entries.
● January 30th - ÉMMS: In-school pick-up for all festival entries. Minnewasta School entries
can be handed in at the Minnewasta School office.
● January 30th - Final deadline for entries.
For information about the different class names and numbers for each discipline, the AMAF
Syllabus is available for viewing at each of the school libraries, as well as the South Central
Regional Library in Morden. Copies of Speech Arts selections are available at each of the
school libraries and can be photocopied.
Festival information, updates and reminders will be provided through each school’s morning
memos and monthly newsletters, as well as on local radio stations and in upcoming editions
of the local newspapers.

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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The Morden Festival is fortunate to have a hard-working and dedicated group of volunteers
who serve on the committee year-round. Anyone interested in assisting at individual sessions
should call our volunteer coordinator, Marlene Britton, at 822-5794.
For general information about the Morden Festival, please check our website at
www.mordenfestivalofthearts.cfsites.org or contact Erika Dyck at 823-0208.

Message from the Minister of Education

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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