École Morden Middle School

NEWSLETTER
May 31, 2019

Students Take Center Stage

Mrs. Williams’ Grade 5s held a great Taco in a Bag fundraiser again this year!
All proceeds went to Katie Cares Cottage.

From the Office
We are entering the final month of another great school
year. Our kids have achieved at a high level and our
teachers have worked hard to support them and ensure
success. This edition of the newsletter is intended to
share photos of the great fun and learning that takes
place at ÉMMS on a daily basis.

Grade 5 Simple Machines Fair -->
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Grade 5 Simple Machines Fair

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Medieval Feast

The long-standing tradition of our grade 8 students hosting families for Medieval Feast
continued again this year. Students danced in the traditional style of the times, served a feast
of stew, bread, and vegetables, and even had the audacity to throw their Vice Principal in the
stocks. The students proved to be great hosts and skilled dancers. Thank you to everyone
who worked so hard on the event to make it possible, including The WSD School Board for the
financial support. A great time was had by all.

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Track and Field Season
Another successful track season is winding to a close at
EMMS. On June 4th we will be taking 27 athletes into
Winnipeg to the U of M for the Junior High Track
Provincials. These athletes earned their way to Provincials
by finishing 1st, 2nd, or 3rd at our Zone Track meet on May
27th.
For 17 of the past 20 years, the EMMS Blazers
track team won the track banner by collecting
a total of 97 points, with the next closest
school only collecting around 50.
Another highlight of our track season was
taking 37 grade 5 and 6 students to Carman to
the South Central Regional Track meet. While
there, our athletes represented
EMMS very well by winning
several of the events. We would
like to thank all of our track
athletes for a great season.
Go Blazers!

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Freedom Fighters - WE Walk for Water
On Thursday, May 23, the Freedom Fighters and additional ÉMMS students participated in the
WE Walk for Water to honour the thousands of girls and women who walk daily to water
sources in developing countries. Students brought in donations on the day of the walk, and
sold popsicles during the track and field meets to raise money for this campaign. We raised a
total of $250, which will be donated to WE Charity to help provide clean water to communities
in rural India.
$250 means we
have provided
10 people clean
water for life!
Thanks to
everyone who
supported this
campaign.

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Grade 5 Williams PAY IT FORWARD
The students in Grade 5 Williams have been paying it forward with random acts of kindness
throughout the year. Some of these acts included visits to Homestead South, carolling at the
hospital, Homestead South and Tabor Home with Mrs. Wiens’ class, developing a plan to
make a difference in 2019 (which some of us have already followed through with), raising
money for Pembina Valley Humane Society, creating cards and singing at a Mother’s Day
luncheon with Mrs. Wiens’ class, and writing and encouraging other classes to write about
what “home means to us” in order to raise money for Habitat for Humanity.
This past week saw the completion of our biggest fundraiser. Because of the generous
donations from Morden Co-op and Giant Tiger we were able to raise $710.00 for Katie’s
Cottage through our taco-in-a-bag sale! But there is more!! Lynda MacLean from the MAF had
talked to us in January about the random acts of kindness we were already doing. She
explained to us about how the foundation works and how the MAF gives money to projects
that bettered the community and surrounding area. She then challenged us by saying if we
did a big project where kids could help kids, the MAF would match the money we raised. That
means our $710.00 just grew into $1420.00! Now there is even a little bit more: through a
‘slime’ sale some girls in our class raised $28.55 for part of their ‘making a difference in 2019’
plan, which they wanted to give to Katie’s Cottage. We are pretty pumped to be able to
donate a grand total of $1448.55 to Katie’s Cottage! The presentation to Katie’s mom will be
made later in June. We can’t wait to see the look on her
face!

Grade 7 Geo Politics- ---->
“Scramble for Africa” Activity.

←---6 Tanguay Gold Mining

Students staked out their land and used the panning
technique to look for gold. Some walked away rich,
some walked away broke.
Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Canadian Parents for French (CPF) -Morden Chapter
CPFMorden@outlook.com
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram!
AGM
Our AGM will be on Wednesday, June 12 at 7pm in the
staff room of Maple Leaf School. This meeting will be an
opportunity to reflect on the year as well as discuss our plans for the future. All current board
members have 1 more year of their term to complete; however, we would be happy to have a
couple “members at large” join our executive. If you are interested in this please contact
CPFMorden@outlook.com.
French Immersion Family Picnic
We will be hosting a French Immersion Family Picnic on Monday June 24 from 4:30-6:00 in the
Morden Park. There is no rain date. All Gr. K-12 students and teachers in the French
Immersion program and their families are invited to attend! Bring a blanket or lawn chairs
and a picnic for your family. We will have a scavenger hunt, a relay race, and a free treat for
the students and their siblings. Of course the spray park will also be open! There will also be
an opportunity to buy last minute tickets for the Acer Iconia One 8 tablet. The draw for the
tablet will be held at 5:30pm that day. Come and see who the lucky winner will be!
Camp Soleil-Now accepting students from Grades 1-5!
In addition to accepting registrations from students currently in Grades 1-4 French
Immersion, we are also now accepting students who are currently in Grade 5! There are 2
weeks of camp to choose from: August 6-9 (4 day) and August 12-16.
Each camp is limited to 20 participants and will be on a first come, first served basis.
Registration forms were emailed out by the school, but if you missed the email, contact
CPFMorden@outlook.com and we will send one to you. Cheques should be made payable to:
CPF-Morden. Registration forms are also available at the office at Maple Leaf School.
Awards
CPF-Morden is proud to be sponsoring two awards at the upcoming Morden Collegiate
graduation. Two awards, worth $100 each, will be given to students who have shown
outstanding academic achievement in French 40S (English program) and French Language
Arts 40S (French Immersion program).
Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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CPF Continued

Concours d’art oratoire
Ian Fehrmoore, Sarah Kagan, and Kristin Smart represented Western School Division at the
Provincial Concours competition at Université de Saint-Boniface on May 4th, 2019. They did a
great job and Ian brought home a bronze medal!
Volunteers Needed!
The 2019 National Student Debate Seminar/Séminar National de Débats d’Étudiants is being
hosted by the Western School Division in September 2019. This competition will see high
school students from across Canada compete in English, French, and Bilingual categories.
Canadian Parents for French-Morden is proud to support this event by hosting a BBQ for the
participants on the evening of Thursday September 26. We are looking for people who would
be interested in helping us set up; cook; serve; and clean up. If you think you could help us in
one or more of those areas, please contact us at CPFMorden@outlook.com.

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle

8

“ROOTED IN CARING. COMMITTED TO LEARNING.”

Robotics Club

Last month a group of
grade 5 & 6 students gathered together for several evenings over the course of two weeks to
build and create. Participating students brought a parent to each session and together built a
mini sumo bot. These sumo bots have a lot of very
small parts and require soldering, which is where
parents assisted and guided their child.
During the build, decisions had to be made about
gear ratios, weight, and traction, with the end goal
of being ready to compete against other bots. The
students also got to modify the bot’s appearance
and accessorize to participate in robot challenges.
These challenges included an obstacle course,
tractor pull, tug of war, climbing an inclined slope,
battles and more!
While participation was free for participants,
students/parents had an option to purchase their
bot on the final evening if they wished. We plan to
offer this club again next year for any interested
students.

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Gathering of Friends
On Friday, May 17th, 30 of our grade 5-8 students attended the 17th Annual Gathering of Friends
Celebration at Ginew School in Roseau River. The Gathering of Friends is a unique opportunity
to celebrate and learn about the values, culture, and history of Roseau River Anishinaabe First
Nation.
The morning was spent learning about Anishinaabe Life,
Residential Schools, Sweatlodges, Hunting and Trapping,
Treaties and Ojibwe Language. There was opportunity to
eat some bannock and fish, make a leather craft, play a
stick game and learn about the constellations in the
mobile planetarium.
In the afternoon, a traditional Powwow was held. There,
we got to see traditional drumming, singing and dancing.

We would like to
thank Ginew
School for hosting
this event for us
and Mr. Folkett
for volunteering
his time to help us
out on this field
trip.

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Run Club
Each year, École Morden Middle School running club (any students from grade 5 – 8) begins
training just after spring break, committing to running at least 3 times per week for almost
three months. Some runners participate in our club just as fun runners, but many commit to
running longer distances and strive to enter into the relay portion of the Manitoba Marathon
on father’s day. Each runner participates as part of a team of five runners who collectively
complete the 26.2 miles (42 Km) event.
Run Club has been taking students into Winnipeg for approximately 29 years now and has
become a long standing tradition. This event is not just a one day event for our athletes. We
travel to the city and make it a
fun-filled weekend of activities
for our runners who have
trained lots to prepare for their
6 -10 km runs.
A great deal of preparation
goes into a weekend like this
and cannot happen without our
parent volunteers and
donations from COOP, Giant
Tiger, our Parent Advisory
Council & Student Council.
A special thanks to Fire chief Andy Thiessen for setting up cool down stations on some of our
hot practice days to spray our runners with water.

Grade 5 Musical

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Parent Advisory Council
At our May meeting we discussed the results of the Our School Survey which was completed
by all students, staff, and a solid number of parents. Final preparations were also made for
the Drug Awareness Night which was very well attended. ÉMMS PAC greatly appreciates your
attendance at the event and will be looking for other opportunities to support parents next
year.

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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Egg-citing Discovery?
An odd discovery was made on the evening of May 30th by
the custodial staff. A large hatched egg was discovered in the
storage room near the cafeteria. Mr. Hutton and Mr. Wiens
have been examining the shell to try and figure out what
type of egg it actually is. Anyone with any information about
the egg is asked to share it with Mr. Shindle.
Discovered Egg not exactly as shown.

When Generations Come Together
Around Christmas time, my class and I were having a conversation about how we can help
others, especially in our own community. A connection was made with Homestead South and
we have been attending once a month to play games with the residents. The students really
enjoy going and look forward to it all month! They talk with
the residents, hear some fantastic stories, and maybe get to
win a game of crokinole (though there is some tough
competition). The ladies that run the recreation department
comment how the residents really enjoy when students and
youth come and even have started asking when they are
coming next.
This month, the students decided to do something extra
special for Pay it Forward May. They brought in a dollar
or two and we were able to buy two dozen flowers and
they even wrote little notes and attached them.
I am very proud all my young giving and caring students
and the young teenagers they are becoming.
-Ms. Jaska

Calendar Available at https://www.westernsd.mb.ca/school/mordenmiddle
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