École Morden Middle School

NEWSLETTER
September 28, 2018

LET’S GO!!!

From the Office
The school year is off to a great start and our staff could not be more excited about what the
year has to offer. Classrooms have settled in and established their routines while building
happy and healthy relationships. ÉMMS operates using ‘Restorative Practices’, which are
characterized by positive interpersonal relationships, personal dignity, mutual respect, and a
commitment to fix whatever is broken. The foundation of this is built in the first month of
school and we are pleased with what we have seen so far this year.

Safety and Parking
As our school fills, the traffic surrounding it also increases. We have patrols helping before
school, after school, and at noon hour but we ask that parents and guardians be mindful
during pickup and drop-off. Please refrain from entering the parking lots at these times as it
causes congestion and confusion for patrols at the exit. Please pick up and drop off on the
street and make sure your children are crossing at the controlled intersection. Of special
note, there is no crosswalk through the staff parking lot (there was one years ago). Again,
please ensure your children use the patrols and sidewalks.
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Enrollment and Space
The Provincial Government and Public Schools Finance Board have indicated to Western
School Division that the soonest there will be a new school announcement is two years from
now, meaning it would be at least 5 years before the doors would open. Enrollment in the
school as of September 25 was up to 589. This represents an increase of 74 students in one
calendar year with no real sign of slowing down. Obviously this creates some pressure in the
school but we remain committed to functional solutions that will minimize any impact on
your child’s education.
The biggest hurdle that accompanies our rapid growth is a lack of physical space. The
province approved two portable classrooms for our school which are to be moved from
another location and renovated upon arrival. Unfortunately the wheels have been turning
slowly on this process and we are not expecting the classrooms to be functional until
sometime in the new year. Once WSD is in control of the project, things will move much more
quickly.

French Immersion Staffing
Over the course of the past year, it has become evident across Manitoba, and even Canada,
that French Immersion teachers are in high demand. After an extensive search, we are
pleased to have Mme Rachida Harra join us as our Grade 7 French Immersion homeroom
teacher. Mme Harra has been teaching in Dubai for the past number of years and will be
supported in her transition by our full complement of instructional coaches and divisional
supports. We wish to extend a warm welcome to Mme Harra, who was able to meet families
and make connections on the evening of September 27.

Terry Fox Run
The Terry Fox Run was held on Friday, September 28, at 10:40 AM.
Our school goal was to raise $4000. If we reach our goal
(unavailable as of press time), a few of our teachers have agreed to
do some crazy things!
Pledges will still be accepted on Monday, October 1.
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Drive Away Hunger
We will be participating in the annual Drive Away Hunger Campaign with Farm Credit Canada
in October. Look for notes at a later date. The deadline for food donations will be Tuesday,
October 16. All food will be donated to
our local food bank, Donate Love.
Most Needed Items:
● Pasta, rice and sauces
● Canned meats, fish
● Packaged nuts, peanut butter
● Beans, soups, stews
● Fresh, canned, and powdered milk
● Canned fruit, vegetables
● Flour, whole grain cereals
● Infant formula, baby food

Hearing Screening
Hearing Screening will take place at ÉMMS in October. As hearing is very important to a
student’s ability to learn and to progress satisfactorily in school, we conduct a Hearing
Screening Program each fall. The screening is conducted by resource teachers and trained
learning assistants. All students in grade 5, all students new to Western School Division,
students involved in speech and language programs, students recommended to be screened
from last year’s program, and students recommended by classroom teachers will be
screened. Students who have difficulty with the initial screening are given a second screening
two weeks later. If the results of the initial
and second screening indicate that your
child has a hearing problem, you will be
contacted. If you are not contacted, please
assume that your child has hearing which is
within normal limits.
If you have any questions, concerns, or
comments regarding the Hearing Screening
program, please contact your child’s
resource teacher or the Western School
Division office.
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Phys. Ed. Fundraising
Our goal is to raise enough profit with the ÉMMS Blazer Card fundraiser to cover the purchase
and installation of new glass basketball backboards in our gym. In order to reach our goal, we
need all of the students in our school to sell 1 card each. Families with multiple students in
the school are only responsible for selling 1 card.
Great Value and Fun for Your Supporters:
Each card sells for only $20. Eighteen different vendors have
offered deals on the back of the card. The cards can be used as
many times as you like in the next year. The card expires Oct
15, 2019.
Selling Dates:
September, October, November. Sell, sell, sell! No need to
record names of purchasers, just collect all money upfront.
Cheques can be made out to ÉMMS.
Turn-in Date:
As soon as your child has sold the card, please have them bring
the money into school. All money must be in by the end of
November, but the sooner the better. Money can be dropped off at the school’s central office
or your child can bring it in an envelope to their homeroom teacher.

Phys. Ed. Programming
This year we are attempting to expand our extra-curricular sports programs in Volleyball and
Basketball. The goal is to operate a Grade 8 team as usual, but also to add a Grade 7 team to
play an exhibition season against some neighboring schools. In order to ensure our kids are
able to continue developing their skills and remain involved in the sports, we will also be
offering a Grade 7/8 Skills Club. This program will require a significant number of coaches, so
if you are interested in coaching, please contact Mr. Nicholls for information.
This necessary effort has had an impact on some community user groups, for which we are
sorry. WSD and ÉMMS support robust use of school facilities and will continue to work in
partnership with other groups to make things work.
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Canadian Parents for French: Morden Chapter, September 2018
October meeting
The date of our first
meeting of the 2018-2019
year is October 10 at 7:00
PM in the music room at
Maple Leaf School. You do
not have to be a member
to attend. Meetings are
held in English and are open to parents of both the English and French Immersion programs
(Kindergarten to Grade 12). Childcare will be available (suggested donation $1 per child).
French Performer
On October 1, 2018 our chapter is sponsoring the French performer, Gerald Laroche for
French Immersion students in Grades K-6. He will be giving a storytelling performance to the
grade K-4 students and facilitating a cartooning workshop for the grade 5 & 6 students.
What is CPF?
Canadian Parents for French is a national network of volunteers which values French as an
integral part of Canada and which is dedicated to the promotion and creation of
French-second-language learning opportunities for young Canadians.
Please watch for information from us in the monthly school newsletters and on our Facebook
page (search “Canadian Parents for French-Morden Chapter” to find us).
You can also email us at CPFMorden@outlook.com to be added to our mailing list.
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October 2018 – EMMS School Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tues

1

2

7

Day 2

8

Thu

3

4

NO CLASSES

K‐12 AM & PM PD

Orange Shirt Day

Cafeteria Week 2

Wed

5

6

Day 4

10

THANKSGIVING DAY

Sat

EMMS Picture Day

Day 3

9

NO SCHOOL

Fri

11

Day 5

12

13

Canadian Parents for

Gr 7 & 8 School Dance

French – 7pm Maple Leaf

7:30‐10:30

$4.00

school

Cafeteria Week 3

14

Day 6

15

Day 1

16

17

Drive Away Hunger

Early closing 2:20pm

Day 2

18

19 NO CLASSES
MTS PD DAY

Hearing & Screening for gr 5

21

Day 4

22

Day 5

23

28

Day 1

25

Day 3

30

Day 4

31

Upcoming November Activities:

Day 1

27

Day 2

Day 5

Day 6

*Early Closings: dismissal at 2:10 at
Maple Leaf & Minnewasta schools;
2:20 at EMMS & MCI;
buses leave Morden at 2:30 p.m.

WE Day (tentative)

Cafeteria Week 3

26

School Trustee Elections

Day 2

29

And new students

Day 6

24

EMMS: Home & School
Mtg – 7pm Library

Cafeteria Week 2

20

K‐12 AM & PM

Donation deadline
Cafeteria Week 1

Day 3

Day 3

Nov 9th Remembrance Day service in EMMS Gym
Nov 16th No School
Nov 27th Report Cards

22 days

