École Morden Middle School

NEWSLETTER
October 31, 2018

FIXER-UPPERS

From the Office
Our “Portable” classrooms are on site and are under heavy construction. Rafters have been
added to get them up to code and the new roof is in the process of being installed. There will
be a new shell for the exterior and major upgrades to the interior over the next couple of
months. In the end we will have two large, fully upgraded classrooms for two of our grade 7
classes to move into. The target date is early in the New Year but as everyone knows,
renovation projects always include unexpected circumstances.
There has been a lot of vandalism in our bathrooms this year. We continue to re-paint the
stalls as often as the situation requires but this is an obvious waste of time and money.
Unfortunately we have had to implement a sign-out system for bathroom use in an effort to
narrow down the list of who was using the facility at the time of the damage. WSD and the
citizens of Morden invest heavily in education and are proud to provide kids with nice
facilities. Please remind your kids of the respect they need to show in this regard.
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Literacy
We are very happy to have Joe Stouffer working with our staff again this year. With Literacy
learning identified as a major priority, we look to continue building capacity to actively teach
kids to read. Mr. Stouffer has worked specifically with our teachers on reading strategies for
nonfiction material. This year he is also assisting with the implementation process for using
Running Records at all grade levels. Running Records will allow us to determine and use
important diagnostic information about each student’s reading ability. It also allows Western
School Division to keep and use data on a larger scale to impact programming at all levels.

Numeracy
For the past three years we have had teachers participating in a research project with the
Manitoba Rural Learning Consortium. The project implements a pacing guide for curricular
outcomes and creates a structure for teachers to continually identify the learning needs of
individual students and their class as a whole. Some results of the project are starting to
come in and have been very encouraging. Discussion and planning continues on how to best
maximize our learning as a staff to help students succeed at the highest level possible. The
project and the results will be discussed at our next PAC meeting. Please join us if you are
interested in the conversation.

Staffing
We are pleased to welcome Mrs. Amanda Rose to our staff. She is teaching ELA to our Grade 7
French Immersion class, allowing us to split the larger class in two for Math and ELA. We also
hired Mrs. Megan Bergman as an Educational Assistant earlier in the year and welcome her to
the team at ÉMMS.

Volleyball
For the first time, we are running volleyball teams at the Grade 7 level. These teams will
participate in two or three tournaments that will include teams from Manitou, Carman and
hopefully Winkler. The creation of these teams effectively means we have twice as many kids
playing Volleyball as we did a year ago. We continue to strive to provide opportunities to as
many kids as possible. Our Grade 8 teams are getting set to compete in Zone IV play as per
usual.
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Book Fair Nov. 26th-30th
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, & THURSDAY - 12:30 p.m. -1:00 p.m. in addition to:

THURSDAY, November 29 - 4:00 p.m. -8:00 p.m.
FRIDAY, November 30 - 8:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

Phys. Ed. Fundraising
Our goal is to raise enough profit with the ÉMMS Blazer Card fundraiser to cover the purchase
and installation of new glass basketball backboards in our gym. In order to reach our goal, we
need all of the students in our school to sell one card each. Families with multiple students in
the school are only responsible for selling one card. If selling a card is a problem, please
return the card to the school. We appreciate the effort.
Great Value and Fun for Your
Supporters:
Each card sells for only $20. Eighteen
different vendors have offered deals
on the back of the card. The cards can
be used as many times as you like in
the next year. The card expires Oct 15,
2019.
Selling Dates:
September, October, November. Sell,
sell, sell! No need to record names of
purchasers, just collect all money
upfront. Cheques can be made out to
ÉMMS.
Turn-in Date:
As soon as your child has sold the
card, please have them bring the
money into school. All money must be
in by the end of November, but the
sooner the better. Money can be
dropped off at the school’s central
office or your child can bring it in an envelope to their homeroom teacher.
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Intramurals
Intramurals are starting on November 1. They will run every
noon hour from 12:30-12:55 with different configurations.
With very large numbers, we are working to provide
meaningful opportunities for students to have fun and stay
active on a regular basis.

Winkler Morden Chapter of Habitat for Humanity
Winkler Morden Chapter of Habitat for Humanity in conjunction
with the Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre invites the entire
family to:
Christmas at the Museum
Saturday, November 24 from 10am-5pm.
Come and see the Fossil Discovery Centre in Morden decorated
with beautiful Christmas trees, take part in children’s crafts and
activities, share a snack, take a picture with Bruce the
Santasaurus and enjoy Christmas entertainment. Admission is by
donation to Habitat for Humanity. Everyone Welcome.

Red Cross Babysitting Course
Friday, November 16th
9am - 3pm
EMMS Library
Cost: 45.00
Registration forms available from Mrs.
Petkau in the library.
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Morden Festival of the Arts
Although festival season is still three months away, the Morden Festival of the Arts committee
has been busy preparing. Dates have been selected, adjudicators lined up and venues booked
for what we anticipate will be another exciting festival season. The Morden Festival of the Arts
continues to be an important event for our community by providing a venue for student
performance, instruction and adjudication in the areas of Band, Strings, Vocal/Choral, French
and English Speech Arts, and Piano. The main objective of the festival is to foster and
promote continued interest, growth and development of talent within the arts. To encourage
all the children of our community to share their love of the arts, we strive to keep our entry
fees as low as possible, while maintaining financial stability.
2019 tentative schedule:
Band:  Mid-February
Strings: March 10 – 12 at Morden Church of God
Sacred Evening: March 17, location TBA
Piano:  March 17 – 20, location TBA
Vocal/Choral: April 9 & 10 at Morden Mennonite Church
Speech Arts:  April 15 – 17 at Morden Alliance Church
Hi-Lites Concert: April 28 at Morden Alliance Church
Entry information:
● December 7 - Entry forms will be available at all local school offices, the South Central
Regional Library, and on our website.
● January 25 - Postmark deadline for submission of entry forms by mail.
● January 30 - Maple Leaf School - In-school pick-up for all festival entries.
● January 31 – EMMS – In-school pick-up for all festival entries. Minnewasta School
entries can be handed in at the Minnewasta School office.
● January 31 - Final deadline for entries.
For information about the different class names and numbers for each discipline, the AMAF
Syllabus is available for viewing at each of the school libraries, as well as the South Central
Regional Library in Morden. Copies of Speech Arts selections are available at each of the
school libraries and can be photocopied.
Anyone interested in assisting at with sessions should call our volunteer coordinator, Marlene
Britton, at 822-5794. For general information about the Morden Festival, please check our
website at www.mordenfestivalofthearts.cfsites.org or contact Erika Dyck at 822-6825.
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Art Club
In Art Club this month we’ve finished up 3
stations of Gourd Sculpture making, Tissue
Colour/Water Art, and Life Drawing.
In November we will move on to Found Art
Sculptures, Pen and Ink Drawing, and Chalk
Drawings. (Susanne Allmendinger, Bethany
Loewen, Jessica Verhoog)
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Christmas Concert Dates
Grade 7/8 Concert December 12th 7:00 p.m. at the Access Event Centre
Grade 5/6 Concert December 19th 7:00 p.m. at the Access Event Centre
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Mon

November 2018
Sun

26

Day 6

Day 5

Day 3

EMMS: Home & School
Mtg – 7pm Library

19

12

5

*Early Closings: dismissal at 2:10 at
Maple Leaf & Minnewasta schools;
2:20 at EMMS & MCI;
buses leave Morden at 2:30 p.m.
Cafeteria Week 3
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Cafeteria Week 1

11
Remembrance Day

Cafeteria Week 2

18

Cafeteria Week 3

25
Book Fair Week

Tues

6

13

20

27

Day 1

Day 6

Day 4

Report Cards go Home

Wed

7

14

21

Day 2

Day 1

Fri

3

Sat

EMMS School Calendar
Thu

2

Photo Retakes

1

Day 4

Day 4

NO CLASSES

K‐8 AM & PM Admin Day

9‐12 PM NO CLASSES

9‐12 AM Student‐
Involved Conferences

16

Ceremony at EMMS gym

Remembrance Day

10

Day 3

Day 2

23

24

17

9

8

15

22

CFDC Christmas at

30 NO CLASSES

Early closing

K‐8 AM Student‐

22 days

Blazer Card $20
due

The Museum

Day 1

29

Involved Conferences

10 am – 5 pm
Day 6

Evening

K‐12 PM NO CLASSES

K‐12 dismissal 2:10, 2:20,

Day 5

K‐8 Student‐Involved

2:30 (*see footnote)

28

Conferences
Day 5

Day 2

Day 4

Cafeteria Week 1

Dec 12th grade 7 & 8 Christmas Concert, Access Event Centre at 7pm
Dec 19th grade 5 & 6 Christmas Concert, Access Event Centre at 7pm

Day 3

Upcoming December Activities:

