
Minnewasta School PAC  
November 13, 2018 

 
Present: April Harms, Carl Klassen, Carla Olusola, Geoff Sutton, Tricia Theissen, Rhonda Thomson, 

Shayne Thomson, Krista Walters 
 

Guests: Marcie Robertson, Tina Huang-Chiapetta 
 
 

1. Call meeting to order 
7:01 – meeting called to order 

 
2. Additions to the Agenda 

 
3. Reading and acceptance of October minutes 

Motion to accept - Carla/April 
 

4. Treasurer’s Report  
Hot lunch – 128.53 
 
Family Movie Night – expenses 307.60 
Canteen revenue - $187.40 
Total expenses after revenue - $120.20 

 

Motion – Carla/April 

 

5. Teaching staff presentation - Nature based play area 
Division is committed to reconciliation.  Want to focus on a universal space not just indigenous. 
All classes can use it.  Medicine wheel can be incorporated.  Grade 3s are working on an 
initiative with Sustainable Development.  Plants and growing could be included in the space.  
Possibly over by the benches (East side) or over by the shrubs (West side.). May visit some 
schools in the city. Include the 7 teachings (love, forgiveness, etc.). Good opportunity to allow 
indefinite uses. May be possible to partner with other communities to work on expanding 
relationships with such places like Swan Lake and/or Rosseau River. Triple AAA grant may be an 
option for financial assistance. Unsure of financial support at this point.  No timeline at this 
point. Carl has some connections with an outdoor architect that is willing to be used as a 
resource in the early planning process. Gives opportunity for students to connect with the 
outdoors and think more critically. Vision is a meeting place, a place to gather. Natural seating 
with an enhanced experience.   
 

Discussion following regarding how the space would be used, and whether all staff are 

interested and would benefit. Also concerns about how to use and respect the space, as well as 

not disrespect it. 

 

Outdoor classroom was ranked highly in poll conducted at end of 2017-18, but also with 

comments of combination of classroom and nature playground. 

 

Geoff expects those proposing this project will be reporting on it to other staff, as this is still in 

early stages, to make sure interest is gauged and intentions are explained. 

 



Rhonda adds that another idea for possible fundraising is projector on gym ceiling. Projector 

would be used a minimum once a month, but Geoff fells Kyle would make regular use of it for 

the kids as a station. 

 

6. Teacher/Principal Report 
 

• Current enrollment is at 298 

• Karin Fehr presented her PBL project to the board on October 22nd, it was excellent. 

• Movie night was great this past week 

• Report card writing day is Friday this week, no school for students 

• Student Led Conferences – 29th in the evening and 30th in the morning this month. No 
classes for students on the 30th. 

• Intramurals has been happening at lunch hours run by Darlene Wirth, I believe its Dodgeball. 

• Darlene Wirth won teacher of the month through Maverick 105! 

• 4Yake won “class of the month” and is going to the Eagle 93.5 radio station in Winkler on 
November 20th to see how everything works there. 

• Grade 3 provincial assessment data needs to be submitted by the end of the month. Geoff is 
collating this data and will be presenting the findings to the Admin Council on November 
19th. 

• Presentations to PAC – Korina Peters mentions she would like to come. No other staff have 
said they would (yet). Geoff will ask teachers again. 

• Costume parade was great 

• Hold and Secure event on Halloween – PAC asked the question: could we have some 
information shared with parents and families about the difference with examples of when 
each might be used? Geoff will write one up for the newsletter. 

• Baby Books – each year at May Assembly to promote literacy. A new book is given to a 
“baby” that was born this past year. Families with new babies are invited to the assembly 
where the books are presented. Currently we need 30 books, wondering if PAC would be 
able to help fund this? $100 is the amount that Renee Klassen mentions she would need. 
PAC agreed that we seem to have done this in previous years, but they haven’t needed 
replenishing in recent years. Renee will shop for baby books and submit to PAC for funds. 

• Motion to pay for Baby Books: April/Carla 

• Truth and Reconciliation / Substance Admin Procedures. Could PAC please review, and 
perhaps talk about these documents at the next PAC meeting if there are any questions? 

• Admin procedures AP1-801 legalization of marijuana, and  AP1-211 Acknowledgement of 
treaty lands and territories. Circulated to those in attendance. 

 

7. Finalize PAC Mission, Vision, Values, Goals 
Changes to statement by Shayne and Carla to reflect ongoing discussion. Shayne asks how 

everyone feels about the wording, etc. Final feedback requested before we move forward with 

this wording and share it in our next bulletin. 

 

Motion to pass the mission statement: Carla/April  

 

8. SIC’s -  volunteers for meals / PAC tables coffee and cookies 
November 29th evening, 30th a.m. PAC volunteers bring food into staff kitchen by 4:00 or 4:30 for 

staff to help themselves over the evening. How much food have we had in the past? Tricia 

reports in previous years it’s been mostly soups and sandwiches. Last year, two crock pots of 

soup, and around 2 dozen buns/bread, sandwich fixings, 2 meat trays, and three desserts.  

 



April asks if we could get some volunteers to also bring snacks this Friday for teachers writing 

report cards? Will we have a PAC table at the conferences, or is it better for us to show our 

appreciation with snacks this Friday? Or both? Cookies go to teachers on Friday and we won’t 

bring cookies to the SICs if we decide it’s worth it.  

 

As for nuts in cookies and staff allergies, maybe we should have signage to clarify that food 

items might have allergens. At MLS a separate meal was prepared for those with allergies. To be 

inclusive, provide options for those with dietary restrictions. Email staff to ask about dietary 

restrictions. 

 

As for PAC presence, we could consider having an item on the tv screen with a message from 

PAC. 

 

9. Review Movie night process, etc. 
About 115 children plus parents attended. Next year, not doing popcorn! Machines were too 
much work. Thornview will pop and bulk bag the popcorn for us to bag individually. It was too 
much work doing it on-site, and should be avoided at all costs.  
 
Otherwise the movie night was very well-received. We would like to do another one in spring 
instead of the family hot lunch. This will allow more families who work to attend. 
 

10. Fundraising Initiatives – Moving Forward 
Shayne asks what Geoff feels is the priority for the school right now. Geoff says what the staff 
has indicated would be great. He really likes the outdoor classroom as long as it’s used; the 
projector would also be high; recess games and equipment might be less important, but as 
Rhonda suggests we should get Kyle’s input (perhaps he lets students use equipment at 
recess?); the bottle filling dispenser is being looked into with the division but might not work 
with the current school plumbing - TBD.  
 
April asks, if we do something for the playground, would the preference be a natural outdoor 
space over a traditional play structure? Yes from Geoff, but also noted that there is a shortage of 
swings. April will re-survey with the top five choices from last year. Who will we include? All 
staff as last time. List is: play structure, bottle filling, random sports equipment, projector in 
gym, and COWs. Geoff notes IT will want to be in charge if COWs passes; also maybe projector 
(Geoff will ask IT department). Some might be short-term and some long-term goals. 
 

11. Christmas concert venue 
Very full, booked for this year, but could we discuss moving to a larger venue? Other option 

Carla suggests is to move it away from being tied to Christmas and into a spring spectacular to 

get away from the busy time of year, specific faiths, easier to book a space. Geoff reports 

Carman has done both a Christmas and a spring concert with staggered participation each year. 

There aren’t a lot of options, so we should make this a whole staff conversation. Geoff wants to 

see the venue and the concert this year before weighing it. Geoff will put on January agenda for 

staff to discuss. 

 

12. PAC events for remainder of the year 
Executive will iron out details and will report by next meeting what the calendar will look like. 
 

13. Hot Lunches - review schedule and secure volunteers 



Shayne wants to know if he should ask Christine to get volunteers for Monday. Yes. We need to 

make sure we’re using people who signed up to volunteer so they don’t lose interest. Carla says 

she will do the next hot lunch as the one person who is consistent, then we will get more 

volunteers. Volunteers should be at school by 11:15. 

 

14. Review EFT process 
Any concerns from parents or teachers? Nothing but positives. Around 28/29 EFTs. Need to add 
space for confirmation number to forms. Need also child’s name and classroom in comments of 
EFT. Carla to update forms. 
 
Regarding EFT, April reports we pay about $1 for EFT transfers and only about 50c for each 
cheque, but EFT is much easier to track and more immediate. Do we have a preference? April 
will call to confirm we pay this, and see if we should pay a set fee for each month. For the small 
amount, we should probably just accept the fees.  
 

15. Next meeting: December 11  
 

16. Adjournment: 8:33pm 
 

 


